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A celebration of music 
and traditions 

representative of our 
whole community

AUBURN AREA COMMUNITY THEATRE PROUDLY PRESENTS:



Full Schedule of Performers
Friday Dec. 18

5-8:00 PM
Saturday Dec. 19

10:00 AM -1:00 PM
Saturday Dec. 19

5-8:00 PM

Larry Wells and AACT 
Christmas Wind 

Ensemble
Welcome Music

David Carter
Silent Night All the Day 

Long

AHS Vocal Jazz
McKinley Newsome, 
Kaitlyn Powell, Rusty 
McKinnel, Colt Bass

Sleigh Ride
(arr. C. Schiller)

Bob Parsons and Woofer 
the Singing Dog

We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas 

Noemi deSilva
Silent Night  (Spanish)

Brandon Stephens
In the Bleak Midwinter

Joe Toles
Spirit of Christmas
(original poem )

Jake Evans, 
Kayla Turochy, 

Jessica Connelly
Like It’s Christmas

Emma Dansak, 
Emily Young,

Ella Carlson, Lucy Brady, 
Sherrie Brady

Holiday Strings

Darden Family
12 Days of Christmas 

Noemi deSilva
Silent Night  (Spanish)

Bob Parsons and Woofer 
the Singing Dog

We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas

Charlotte Hendrix
Rockin’ Around the 

Christmas Tree

Margarita Matsotskaya
A Christmas Tree

(Russian)

AuburNext Youth
Holidays for Muslims

Kayla Turochy, 
Jessica Connelly

Mistletoe
Let it Snow

Larry Wells and AACT 
Christmas Wind Ensemble

Welcome Music

Worley Family
Joy to the World

David Carter
Silent Night All the Day 

Long

Marcia Henderson
Messiah

Susan Youngblood
Hanukkah O Hanukkah

Charlotte Hendrix
Rockin Around the 

Christmas Tree

Joe Toles
Spirit of Christmas
(original poem )

Rachel Pair, 
Jessica Connelly

Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas, 

Holly Jolly Christmas



Performer Bios
Larry Wells – Larry is a beloved Band 
Director at Central High and dedicated 
AACT Dad who pulled together this 
ensemble just because they love to 
make music and hang out together. His 
wife and son are working as tour guides 
too.

Darden Family – Julian and his 
daughters, Alaysia and MacKenzie love 
recreating songs together, like the 
unique version of the Twelve Days of 
Christmas they’ll share today. Julian is 
studying audio production and works as 
a manager at Chipotle. 

Noemi deSilva - Originally from Puerto 
Rico, Noemi has resided in Auburn since 
2013. She’s a classically trained opera 
singer who has performed extensively in 
the South East. Noemi has two small 
children and is currently a PhD student 
at Auburn University. 

Bob Parsons – Bob is originally from 
Australia but fully committed to his 
adopted home, serving as an Auburn 
City Councilman. He has a collection of 
funny kids and pets and a creative wife 
that he loves to video and clown 
around with, especially while staying at 
home this year.  He used to be a 
professional puppeteer but now works 
as a fire inspector for the City of Opelika. 

Brandon Stephens – Brandon is an AU 
senior in Industrial Design and Marketing, 
but also loves singing. He performs with 
the AU Chamber Choir and local 
churches. He volunteers with the Auburn 
Arts Association.

David Carter – David is a history 
professor at Auburn, but has performed 
with AACT and served on its board for 
many years.  This summer he sang in our 
Walk in the Woods, and prior to that was 
on stage in Spamalot. He loves 
Christmas music and has a huge 
collection, so it was hard for him to pick 
out just one song to perform. 

Joe Toles – Joe Toles joins us by way of 
New York, but most recently has come 
from the AACT stage last weekend in A 
Christmas Carol.  An Auburn graduate 
’82, Joe moved his family to the plains to 
“evolve” after retirement.  The single 
father of 8 adoptive sons, Joe has plans 
to expand his family one more time just 
in time for the holiday season.   Joe has 
spent his time in Auburn creating 
content for the internet including a 
seven-show series for The Dad.  Joe is 
excited as they are in talks about a 
season two. He has a mission to create 
something positive at least once a 
month as a gift to mankind.  He has just 
self-published a Christmas book titled 
The Spirit of Christmas, which he is 

(con‘t) reading for this event and can 
be found at Amazon.com. All of his 
content can be found on his YouTube 
channel.

Jake Evans – Jake was last seen on the 
AACT stage years ago as Mr. TV in Willy 
Wonka, but now he’s a dual 
engineering and performance piano 
major at Auburn. He loves any 
opportunity to play and recently set the 
mood with his jazz trio at the Holiday Art 
Sale in Kiesel Park. 

Kayla Turochy – Kayla is a 20 year-old 
artist from Auburn AL. She enjoys singing 
dancing and acting and has 
participated in many local productions, 
including High School Musical at New 
Horizons Theatre and a recurring role 
with East Alabama Community Ballet’s 
Nutcracker. She is also an active 
member of the leadership team at the 
Fifty Fund, a local non-profit. Her favorite 
part of Christmas is the act of giving to 
others and the smell of the fireplace. 

Jessica Connelly – Jessica started her 
stage career in community theatre at 
just 5 years old, and has since performed 
all around the area at AHS, New 
Horizons and AACT. She’s currently a 
musical theatre major at Coastal 
Carolina University and is enjoying taking 
care of her family’s new puppy. Fun fact 

– Jessica and Jake used to be in a band 
together called Shift. 

Emma Dansak – Emma teaches string 
instrument lessons at Spicer’s Music and 
has brought some of her students along 
to play with her. They include: Emily 
Young, Ellie Carlson, Lucy Brady, and 
Sherrie Brady.

Charlotte Hendrix – Charlotte has 
performed w ComedySportz D.C.as an 
“actlete” and trained with Washington 
Improv Theatre.  She works at the Jule 
Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art by day 
and is a creative talented contributor to 
AACT by night- here in the Preserve last 
summer, and most recently onstage in 
The Last RoundUp of the Guacamole 
Queens and Spamalot.

Margarita Matsotskaya – Margarita is 
originally from Russia and will be singing 
a popular traditional song about a 
Christmas tree growing up in the forest. 
She keeps busy with her 3 small children, 
but also plays violin with the Auburn 
Community Orchestra. 

AuburNext- A Muslim youth service 
group of children in Grade 1-7, 
AuburnNext  has been involved in many 
projects around the area. During these 
past few months they have written cards 
to residents at nursing home, collected 

(con’t) food for the food bank, and 
worked at the Humane Society animal 
shelter. They’ll be sharing with us about 
their biggest holidays and how they 
celebrate. 

Worley Family – Lillian Worley is a wife 
and mother of four employed at 
Auburn High School in the disciplinary 
department of the school. For most of 
her life she’s been into the performing 
arts. Singing and acting have always 
been passions of hers, and her 
daughters have followed in her 
footsteps, with all four of them joining 
her here – Jacqueline, Belinda, Lillian 
and Roseanna. Part of this 
mother-daughter team were last 
involved with AACT during HairSpray. 

Marcia Henderson – Marcia says she’s 
just a woman who loves God and loves 
to sing. She moved to Opelika in 2009 
after marrying her husband, Mike, and 
has a 4 year old little girl. They are 
members at Parkway Baptist Church in 
Auburn, where she enjoys singing in the 
choir under the direction of Eron and 
Mary Smith. 
Psalm 98:4 says to "Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord, all the earth: make a 
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise.” 

Rachel Pair – Rachel is an AU graduate 
of the musical theatre program. She 
currently works as a voice teacher at 
Spicer’s Music and last spring served as 
musical director for AACT’s production 
of High School Musical Jr, and sang in 
our summer Walk in the Woods.

Susan Youngblood – Susan serves as 
the co-president of Auburn’s Beth 
Shalom Congregation. She often leads 
music there and in her “spare” time is a 
faculty member of AU’s English 
Department. 

AHS Vocal Jazz – This quartet from 
Auburn High is part of the larger 
acapella performance group, Vocal 
Jazz. McKinley Newsome, Kaitlyn 
Powell, Rusty McKinnel and Colt Bass 
also sing and dance as part of AHS 
Varsity, the award-winning showchoir. 
Their version of Sleigh Ride was 
arranged by their assistant director 
Chris Schiller. 
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DON’T FORGET: 
Free Art Kits & Wreath Activity 
at the end of the trail with the 
Jan Dempsey Community Art 

Center staff. 



AACT and Kreher Preserve and Nature Center

Cora Connelly, Jennifer Lolley, Michael Buckman

Free Art Kits and onsite wreath making project with the 
Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center with Sara Custer 
and Emillie Dombrowski

Donations towards Group tickets for GS Troop 7047 and 
LC Boys and Girls Club from Midsouth Bank, and for 
decorations and supplies from Auburn Reprographics

Treat Donations from Well Red Books, McAlister’s Deli, 
Sue Bentley at Honey Badger Bakery, Helga Geyling , 
Rhonda Cattley, and Cindy Davino 

Covid Kits from the LC Boys and Girls Club on Saturday 
morning 

Loans of decorations from Kathy Gregory and the Fifty 
Fund, the Radford Family, John Kush, the Armiger Family 
and the Dempsey Arts Center 

Megan Lipe

Chris Alonzo

Rhonda Cattley, Carter DeShazo, Wendy Swann, Bay 
Kelley, Melanie Brown, Ellie Lee, Abby Bowling, Mary 
Margaret Buck, Shelley Barker, Isabella Trentacosti, 
Jackson Wells, Julie Wells, Knowl Garris, Maya Bashir, 
Rachel Pair, Jason Saylor, Melanie Brown, Nick DiJulio,  
Kayla Turochy, Alex Duck, Kwinton Thompkins , Addison 
Peacock, Janataka Holmes, Andrea Holliday, Cindy 
Davino, Terry Kelley, Brian Connelly, Zeph Embers. Ellie 
Lee

Co-hosts:
 

Coordinators:

Many THANKS 
for the following: 

Poster Design:

Program Design: 

Thanks to our 
guides and volunteers: 


